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Benchmarking

• 76 Qld councils categorised for councillor

remuneration purposes

• 8 categories (1 smallest – 8 largest)

• Categorisation based on a number of criteria

• Noosa included as a category 4 council with 13 

others

• Benchmarking undertaken against these 

councils for comparative purposes

• Financial capital, infrastructure capital and 

socio economic comparatives 



Financial Sustainability 

Definition - S104 LGA 2009

1. Financial capital – sufficient cash reserves

2. Infrastructure capital – physical assets

3. Over the long term – 10 years



Financial Capital – Operating Performance
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Financial Capital – Operating Performance
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Benchmarking - Financial Capital 

(Liquidity - cash)
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Benchmarking - Financial Capital 

(Liquidity – cash per resident)
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Benchmarking - Financial Capital 

(Liquidity – working capital)

1.7 
1.9 2.0 

2.2 
2.4 2.5 

2.8 
3.0 3.0 

3.2 

3.6 3.7 

5.0 
5.3 

6.9 

LValley Scenic
Rim

Gympie WSunday Lstone Cass
Coast

Sth
Downs

Isaac Noosa Sth
Burnett

Cent
Hlands

Maranoa Tblands Mount Isa WDowns
0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Working Capital Ratio Working Capital Ratio Benchmark



Benchmarking - Financial Capital (Liquidity –

months of cash for operations)
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Benchmarking - Financial Capital (Debt)

0

4
6

17
19 19

22 22 23 24

32

37

68

76

85

WDowns Cass
Coast

Tblands Gympie Maranoa Sth
Downs

Noosa Mount Isa LValley Isaac Scenic
Rim

Sth
Burnett

Cent
Hlands

Lstone WSunday
$0

$10

$20

$30

$40

$50

$60

$70

$80

$90

Total debt ($'000) Median



Benchmarking - Financial Capital (Debt 

per person)
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Benchmarking - Financial Capital (Net 

financial liabilities)
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Benchmarking - Infrastructure Capital 

(annual asset replacement)
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Benchmarking - Infrastructure Capital 

(asset value)

411 

566 
603 

797 813 
864 

937 
993 

1,078 
1,117 1,133 1,137 

1,198 

1,493 1,511 

Cass
Coast

Cent
Hlands

Gympie Isaac LStone LValley Maranoa Mt Isa Noosa Scenic
Rim

Sth
Burnett

Sth
Downs

Tblands Wdowns Wsunday
$0

$200

$400

$600

$800

$1,000

$1,200

$1,400

$1,600

Non Current Assets ($'000) Median



Benchmarking - Infrastructure Capital 

(asset value per resident)
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Benchmarking - Socio Economic 

(population)
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Benchmarking - Socio Economic (council 

area)
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Benchmarking - Socio Economic 

(persons per square km)
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Benchmarking - Socio Economic 

(persons per km road)
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Benchmarking - Socio Economic 

(financial assistance grant $m)
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Benchmarking - Socio Economic (GP 

financial assistance grant per person)
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Benchmarking - Socio Economic (road 

financial assistance grant per km)

638 
668 670 684 686 

713 
741 764 

800 

861 869 881 897 899 

1,303 

Cass
Coast

Cent
Hlands

Gympie Isaac Lstone LValley Maranoa Mt Isa Noosa Scenic
Rim

Sth
Burnett

Sth Downs Tblands WDowns WSunday
$0

$200

$400

$600

$800

$1,000

$1,200

$1,400

$ Road FAG per km of road Median



Benchmarking - Socio Economic (weekly 

household incomes)
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Benchmarking - Socio Economic 

(minimum general rate)
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Benchmarking - Socio Economic (min 

general rate as % of weekly income)

27% 28%

34%

38%

53%
57%

67% 68%
70% 71%

78% 78%

84%
88%

92%

Mount Isa Isaac Maranoa Cent
Hlands

WDowns WSunday Noosa LValley Scenic
Rim

Sth
Burnett

Cass
Coast

Lstone Sth
Downs

Tblands Gympie
0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

70.0%

80.0%

90.0%

100.0%

Minimum general rate as a % weekly household income Median




