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WH&S Definitions

Volunteers:  Under WHS law a volunteer is a person who works for an organisation without payment or financial 

reward (but they may receive out of pocket expenses). The law also recognises volunteers as workers. This means 

that their organisation must provide the same protections to its volunteers as it does to its paid workers.

Workers: As a worker, a volunteer has duties under the WHS Act (see Officer Duties). A volunteer may also be an 

officer of a business or undertaking with due diligence duties under the WHS Act (see Officer Duties).

http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/SWA/Legislation/volunteers/Pages/Officers-Organisations.aspx
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/SWA/Legislation/volunteers/Pages/Officers-Organisations.aspx


Who has duties under the laws






